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Please amend claim 13 as follows: 



£^0^1 3 . (Amended) Floor coverjAg, comprising a plurality of modules of textile 
fiber face material having edgefe and having portions for the face near the edges 
different in appearance from the remainder of the face as a result of removal of face 
material, the modules positioned with abutting edges. 



Please ackKne following new claims. 



0C 



^14. (New) An apparatus for creating grouted edge appearance on a rectangular 



p 



v 



flooring module having a textile fibeiyface and two pairs of opposed edges, 
comprising: 

a first conveyor for ady&ncing the module past two treating heads to treat a 
first pair of opposed edge? 3f the module; and 

a second conveyor for advancing the module past two more treating heads to 
treat two other omfosed edges of the carpet tile. 

15. (New) /The apparatus of claim 14, wherein each treating heads each comprises 
a heat souj?ce. 

16. (New) The apparatus of clahji 15, wherein the heat source comprises a hot air 
gun. 

17. (New) The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the heat source comprises a glue 



gun. 
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18. (New). The apparatus 
conveyors advance the modu 

19. (New) The apparatus 



^j^^20. (New) The apparafcds of claim 14, wherein a depth and an angle of the heat 
source is adjustable. 



[MATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



of claim 14, wherein each of the first and second 
e at two different speeds. 

of claim 14, wherein the first conveyor advances the 



module in a direction orthogonal to the direction of the second conveyor. 



2 1 . (New) TJafe apparatus of claim 16,. wherein a depth and an angle of the hot air 
gun is adjustable. 

22. (New) A method for imparting a grouted edge appearance to a flooring 
module comprising: 

moving the module ahd a treating head relative to each other. 
(^^1^3. (New) A method for impar^ig a grouted edge appearance to a flooring 
module comprising: 

conveying the modufe in a first direction past at least one treating head; 
conveying the module in a direction orthogonal to the first direction, or in the 
y , same direction afte/ rotating the module, past at least one other treating head. 



V 



24. (New) The method of claim- 23, wherein each treating head comprises a heat 



gun. 



jj^V^25.(New) 



e method of claim 23, further comprising compressing and 
consolidating an upper surface of the module without penetrating a back surface of 
the macule. 
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26. (New) The methjra of claim 23, further comprising embossing an upper 
surface of the module/ 

27. (New) The/method of claim 23, further comprising applying a hot melt 
adhesive to an^pper surface of the module. 

28. (New) A flooring module usable with other like modules to provide a floor 




covering, the module compr 
t y an upper wear surfac 
portion of the face has a dif 



sing: 

i having a visible textile fiber face, of which a peripheral 
"erent appearance from the other portion of the face; and 



a lower backing surmce affixed to the upper wear surface. 



29. (New) The flooring 
the face comprises a treated 



module of claim 28, wherein the different appearance on 
area on the upper wear surface. 



$oCA)^ C^ ew ) ^he fl° or y^g module of claim 28, wherein the different appearance on 
the peripheral portion/of the upper wear surface is created by transferring energy to 
the upper wear surface. 



^ 31. (New) The flooring module of claim 30, wherein the energy source comprises 



a heat gun. 

32. (New) The flooring mddule of claim 30, wherein the energy source comprises 



a glue gun. 

33. (New) The flooring mo 
comprises woven textile fibers 

34. (New) The flooring mc 
comprises a pile carpet structu 



dule of claim 30, wherein the upper wear surface 



dule of claim 30, wherein the upper wear surface 
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35. (New) The floorin % module of claim 32, wherein the glue gun is utilized to 
apply glue to an edge of tl e upper wear surface. 
^£^7^36. (New) Floor covering j&mprising at least two flooring modules of claim 35 
positioned edge to edge so/fhat glue applied to adjacent edges bonds to provide a 
bonded moisture resistant floor covering. 

37. (New) An apparatus for creating a grouted edge appearance on an edge of a 
flooring module having a textile fiber face, comprising: 

a treating unit; and 
Wi a conveyor for mov 

Y 

y other of the treating unit oij 1 

38. (New) The 
relative to the treatingHmrfcV 

39. (New) The apparati s of claim 37, further comprising moving the treating unit 
relative to the module. 

40. (New) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the treating unit comprises a heat 




rig one of the module or the treating unit relative to the 
the module. 

claim 37, further comprising moving the module 



gun. 



V 



4 1 . (New) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the treating unit is selected from the 



an, a die coater, an embosser, and a laser. 



group consisting of a heat g 
42. (New) An apparatuslfor creating a flooring module of textile fiber face having 
edges different in appearan^e^pm the remainder of the face, comprising a treating 
unit for treating the edges that remains stationary relative to a moving module. 
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43. (New) An apparatus for creating a flooring module of textile fiber face having 
edges different in appearance from the remainder of the face, comprising a rotating 
treating unit that moves to treat thetedges of the flooring module. 

44. (New) An apparatus for creating a flooring module of textile fiber face having 
edges different in appearance from the remainder of the face, comprising multiple 
energy sources that simultaneously tieat each edge of the module. 

45. (New) An apparatus for creating a flooring module of textile fiber face having 
edges different in appearance from t le remainder of the face comprising: 

a module having first and sec ond set of opposed edges; 
two energy sources for treating the first set of opposed edges of the module; 
a device for rotating the module 90° such that the energy sources can treat the 
second set of opposed edges of the nodule. 

46. (New) An apparatus for creating a flooring module of textile fiber face having 
edges different in appearance from Ihe remainder of the face comprising: 

multiple energy sources for simultaneously treating the edges of the module. 
5&0^ (New) Floor coverin^e^mprising a plurality of modules of textile fiber face 
material having edgs^and having portions for the face near the edges different in 
appearancp'from the remainder of the face, the modules positioned with abutting 



48. (New) A method for changing the appearance of an edge portion of a flooring 



module having a textile fiber face, 



comprising transferring energy to the edge portion. 
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